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SUPPORTING CHARACTERS MATTER  Definition: Supporting characters are people 

who influence, challenge, or strengthen the protagonist. They are not in the spotlight but shape the 

story’s direction. 
 

****************************************************************** 

 In thinking of the Christmas Story once again, let’s consider the place of supporting characters. 

Such folk have a profound sway over the overall story. The Christmas Story is no exception. The baby 

Jesus is the protagonist (hero) and Herod is the most likely antagonist (villan). Then there’s the 

supporting characters. In the Birth of Christ Story, shepherds show up quickly in this category. Their 

part in the story (and backstory) is incredibly interesting. And theologically profound.  

 Only Dr. Luke records these supporting characters––highlighting the good doctor’s general 

focus on Jesus as Savior for the poor, powerless, and put-out ones of society.  

 But here’s some backstory that make these supporting characters especially piognant in the 

overarching Bible Story. Shepherds were plentiful in the Bethlehem area. Because this was sheep 

country––especially suited for raising these notorioiusly not-smart animals. And remember, lambs 

were needed (daily) in the sacrifical system in the Temple––which, by the way, was located just six 

miles north of Bethlehem, in Jerusalem. It was the shepherds in Bethlehem area that supplied those 

lambs. At least two lambs/day were required. That’s a minumum of over 700 lambs per year! 

Needless to say, that dusty road between Bethlehem and Jerusalem saw a lot of little woolies.  

 Put that in context of the overarching Story. Baby Jesus was born in lamb country; that is, 

lambs-for-sacrifice country. That was his beginning. Fast forward to his end––where we find the 

Lamb of God in Jerusalem (6 miles and 33 years later)––being offered as the supreme Lamb sacrifice. 

It is fascinating to see how the Spirit of God weaves a smaller  episode of Scripture into the larger 
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fabric of the overarching Story. Absolutely facinating.  

MINISTRY MATTERS 
 It’s official––we are now a 501c3, non-profit organization: ETANA International, Inc. This 

organization has the vision of training those going into cross-cultural church-planting ministries. 

We have a comprehensive training program to help them know their target audience well and to 

use that knowledge to communicate the Gospel clearly, as well as how to start and develop a 

church in their particular context.  

 ETANA is an acronym: Equipping Teams in A Novel Approach. It is also a Hebrew word (not a 

biblical Hebrew word) meaning perseverance, commitment, determination, and dedication. A 

Novel Approach is a comprehensive program designed to help learn another culture. This 

approach is story; that is novel, based––missionaries will learn (and learn well) the story of the host 

culture. This unique approach discovers another culture at the deep heart (worldview) level. We 

are currently raising funds ($8,500) to build a cellphone app that will greatly speed up this 

discovery process. Thank you for joining us in praise and prayer for this organization and the 

opportunities before us.  

 This all means we will be splitting our time between InterAct Ministries and ETANA 

International. We will continue to get our financial support through InterAct. And will not be 

getting any personal funds via ETANA.  
  

BY THE WAY 
On a family matter, we are awaiting (with no small amount of 

anticipation) the arrival of a brand-spaken-new granddaughter. Trevor 

and Sara (our youngest son and his wife) are expecting their fifth––

scheduled to join us sometime in January. Thank you for joining us in 

praise––and prayer for this new life.  

 

 

For unto us is born this day… 

Mike & Kathleen Matthews   
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