Happy New Year everyone!

I trust that you have had a fulfilling Christmas season; a combination of busyness, fun and some
relaxation... yes?

This year Lorraine and I had our sons, daughters-in-law and grandkids at home. It was wild and
wonderful, and yes, I am a bit tuckered out! I'll need a few days to catch my breath.

Of course, I want to keep you updated on the HMI BC happenings in the last couple of months, so
here goes....

In November, I hopped on the West Kelowna Warriors bus for a road trip to the East Kootenays,
for two games vs the Cranbrook Bucks hockey club. These trips are so, so good in that I am able
to spend time with players and coaches, as well as hold a chapel in the hotel.

I am continually amazed at the grace of
God, as He allows me to lead a Christian
chapel during road trips like this.
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An important part of this ministry is meeting other chaplains from
around the province. It is always good to see them and to hear how
their chapel programs are going.

I met Kevin Ewaskow in Cranbrook, who has served the Bucks since
they arrived in Cranbrook, and served the Kootenay Ice club for
years before that.

Also, I connected with Richmond chaplain Ron Redekop, who is
the very first chaplain with the Richmond Sockeyes hockey club.

In the last few weeks, it was good to have a coffee meeting with
Ron Crooker, who is in his 2nd year with the Penticton Vees club.
Ron is a great guy and is doing a superb job with the Vees.

Along the way I met Ray Bale, who serves as chaplain for the Trail Smoke Eaters club. Ray is having
a great time serving the Smokies, after taking over the Trail chaplaincy from an amazing chaplain,
long-time legend Bruce Taylor.




Just before Christmas, we held our 15th Annual West Kelowna Warriors Chaplain's Christmas
Hamper Night. This is a special game night where we collect funds that go toward making Christmas
food hampers for families that are struggling in our city. Along with an amazing sponsorship from
my good friends at Tim Hortons, we raised enough for 100 hampers, which included food for a
family breakfast, and a Christmas dinner complete with a frozen turkey. The response to this
outreach by the Warriors fans and the business community was overwhelming!

I have added a few shots here: a photo of Head Coach Simon Ferguson and myself during the
packing process, a photo of the ceremonial puck drop before the Hamper Night game, and a photo
of all the players immediately after we packed the hampers.

I pray that the players are changed by this whole outreach as they participate in a hands-on way,
and that the hamper recipients are also touched by the mercy and love of God.
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Thanks for reading the last 2025 update. Let’s believe God for another good ministry year in
2026.

Don Richmond
Hockey Ministries International, Pacific Region




