
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello there HMI BC faithful, 

 

I trust that you all have had a very special summer, with both time to rest and time to play. Lorraine and I have had a great 

summer, with rest and play sprinkled in between hockey related weddings, Shawnigan Lake hockey camp, and summer 

chapel programs.  

 

Here's the latest ministry scoop; I trust that you will enjoy the read.  

 

 A significant part of every summer for me is 

the many weddings that I am honoured to 

officiate. I have included just two here in this 

update.  

 

Here in the Okanagan, weddings are rarely 

held in churches, since we live in such a 

beautiful part of the country. Venues are 

either back yards, beaches, parks, wineries, 

or.... you name it. In fact, one of these 

weddings took place on the SS Sicamous, an 

elegant old sternwheeler boat that now sits 

permanently on the beach in Penticton. In 

any case, it is a great privilege to be asked to 

lead these ceremonies, in which I incorporate 

scriptural references and a prayer.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMI Pacific Newsletter – August 2025 



 

In mid-July, I was excited to attend the BC 

Hockey Hall of Fame induction event at the 

South Okanagan Events Centre in 

Penticton.  

 

One of the 2025 inductees into the hall was 

NHL defenceman Dan Hamhuis who played 

well over 1,100 NHL games.  

 

Dan is a wonderful Christian man and has 

been a good friend for many years. It was 

wonderful to be there to see Dan and his 

wife Sarah, and to honour his 

achievements, his friendship and his long 

career. 

 

 Throughout the summer, I make it 

my business to connect with local 

hockey club coaches, staff 

members and owners. I feel that an 

important success element of any 

people-business (or ministry) is 

relationship. Without a relationship, 

there isn't much else to build on. In 

practice, this looks like numerous 

coffee and lunch times, listening to 

stories, perspectives and opinions. 

And, of course I am always free to 

offer my Christ-honouring 

viewpoint in any discussion. 

 

Below is a picture of the West 

Kelowna Warriors head coach 

Simon Ferguson and Associate 

Coach Liam Blackburn. (By the 

way, I officiated Liam's wedding 

ceremony in 2023.) 

 

 Also, I enjoy having coffee with 

the Kelowna Chiefs owner 

Darren Tymchysyn. Darren has 

been so encouraging to me as 

the Chiefs team chaplain.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Throughout the summer months 

are chapels with the Okanagan 

Sun football club and the 

Kelowna Falcons baseball club. 

Even though this isn't part of my 

Hockey Ministries world, it is still 

salt and light gospel ministry 

that occurs in the off season.  

 

 

 

It was great to connect with several Kelowna Chiefs players in a local Kelowna promo event a few 

weeks ago. Spending just a few minutes with Owen Ivanov and Aiden Morcom was fabulous! 

(Hmm.... did I mention relationships before....?)  

 

Also sharing a shot of my local HMI council pals, Kolby Barnstable and 

Jayson Zilke. These two are encouraging guys; they are the best! 

 

 



 

Please pray for the main camps for all junior hockey clubs now in session. This is a tense time for players and parents, as 

they face the pressure of earning a spot on their teams.  

 

This is also a valuable time when chaplains are introduced to new players and reconnect with returning veterans.  

 

The regular season is just around the corner, and team chapels will begin around the middle to the last half of September. 

 

Thanks for reading today and thank you for your encouragement and support!  

 
May God Bless You. 
Don Richmond 
Hockey Ministries International 
Pacific Region 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Spending of funds is confined to board approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a board 

approved program or project will be used as designated, with the understanding that when the need for such a program or project has 

been met, or cannot be completed for a reason determined by the board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for such 

program or project will be used where needed most. 

 

Join my team of mission-minded supporters  

 

as I share Jesus with the BC hockey world. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATE TO HMI PACIFIC 

https://www.hockeyministries.org/donate/

